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February 5th Sent out to share Luke 10 1-24    sends out 72   
Teaching Points
Adults will be talking about mission but rather than using that word we want the children to understand that we should share all we have whether that be bread and fish or what we know about Jesus .The people who welcomed the 72 had to share what they had in order to hear the gospel!!

And the 72? Jesus was doing some on the job training giving them some experience of what they would do in the future whilst he was still there to come back and talk to about what had happened . they had to share in Jesus ministry. These were not the 12 disciples they were others – we cannot leave sharing what we know about Jesus to the leaders!! And note verse 21 where Jesus thanks god that his secrets are revealed to those who are like little children….
Focus verse 

He who listens to you is really listening to me Luke 10 verse 16

Activities

 1. Read the story!! This passage is not included in any of the children@s story bibles not a problem for those who can read because you can use the Luke’s gospels but  here is a summary for the younger ones
Jesus asked 72 people to go to places that he would be visiting to tell them about God and to get them ready for his visit. He told them to go in twos and gave them some instructions. You mustn’t take anything with you and you must go straight there. You must go peacefully and give the people in a house a blessing of peace . If they welcome you, you should stay there and let them look after you whilst you tell them about God’s kingdom. If anyone is ill you can pray for them to be healed. But if they are not nice to you then you should leave that place but warn them that god will be seeing how they behave.
When they came back from their visiting they were really happy because they had seem God working and making people better  but Jesus told them that whilst he had given them God’s power the reason they should be happy was that they were part of god’s family and their names were written in heaven. Jesus taught these grown ups that it wasn’t being clever that helped them understand things about God it was because they trusted him like a child would.

2. Talk about how we can make people feel welcome  

3.Have a play area with lots of houses and playmobil people and role play the going to tell people and making them welcome

4. after reading the passage from the bible get them to decode these messages

http://www.wordlive.org/uploads/wordlight/resources/Coded%20message%20and%20questions%20for%20'Detectives'.pdf
http://www.wordlive.org/uploads/wordlight/resources/Codes%20for%20'Detectives'.pdf
5. Talk about who they could tell about Jesus and to think about why Jesus sent the people in twos .If you have a children’s activity that they could invite their friends to come along to encourage them that that is part of preparing people to hear about Jesus but that not everyone will accept the invitation. 
NB There is a Treasure house event at Berkswich on February 14th which children and families can be invited to.

6. Pray for those who you would like to know Jesus.

7. A puzzle that children can do  http://www.wordlive.org/uploads/wordlight/resources/Puzzle%20pieces%20for%20'Puzzle'.pdf
8. Have a missionary focus on someone you know who is serving God abroad.
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February 12  Teach us to Pray    Luke 10 .38 – 11.13 

Big bible Story book  page 176 to 179
Jesus Storybook bible  page 322
Beginners Bible
Teaching Points
This passage starts with the importance of spending time listening to God perhaps a much neglected part of prayer and not necessarily one that is easier to teach although maybe children might have something to teach us on this score. Jesus teaches his disciples a prayer which points to many aspects of prayer. He then encourages people to keep on praying and trust in a father who will answer prayer. even very small children can learn to talk to God and understand about asking someone for something

Focus Verse

I have not included a memory verse for today as learning the Lord’s prayer itself in a modern form would be a good challenge. Most schools do not use it regularly and those that do would use the translation below. An alternative  is the wording in the childrens bible. You will need to explain that the last words we use are not found in the gospel of Luke and not included in many original manuscripts of Matthew. It is thought to have been added later and is included in some translations.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 
Now and for ever. Amen

More importantly we want to teach them what it means in the context of this passage

Activities

1. Make a jigsaw of the Lords prayer and have a race to put it together, possibly even hiding the pieces round the room. After doing it compare to Luke 11

2. Match the different lines of the prayer with explanations, older children might like to rewrite the prayer in youth speak

3.For 6 and under

Create a house area for storytelling –this can be as simple as a blanket

Ask the children whether they would rather tidy away some toys or have a story

Read the story of Mary and Martha on the blanket

Then have a talking time when they pass a teddy around and get a chance to share their good news

Tell them that Jesus taught his followers  how to talk to God by teaching them a special prayer that you are going to share with them as you get some things out of  bag or box with the appropriate lines of the prayer

A picture of a Dad

A book of names

A n inflatable globe

A piece of bread/loaf

A rubber or  cleaning cloth

A socket cover or some other sort of protection

A teaspoon which we abbreviate as tsp standing for thankyou ,sorry please – all these sorts of prayer are covered in the Lords prayer

http://www.craftyjenny.com/free-clip-art-download-teaspoon.html
picture of teaspoon to print out

Then get them to gather in their house again and choose one to be friend whilst the others lie down on the blanket and pretend it is night. Get the “friend to knock on the door and ask for bread. Ask them what they think they would do then get the friend to keep on doing it until they give him the loaf of bread. Point out that eventually they will get up and give the friend the bread just to get rid of him Tell them that Jesus told this story because he wanted people to ask him for things and to know that he would give them what they needed. We need to be willing to keep asking god for things and to keep praying 

4.Teaspoon prayer worksheet

5 .Activity for 6 and over

Have stations around the room for each line of the prayer where you can go round as a group or individuals to think about its meaning

1.Our Father in heaven   

pictures of fathers with their children a question What is a father?  What does it mean to have a father in heaven? What does it mean to share our father with other Christians?

2.Hallowed be your name

What does it mean to hallow a name this is very unfamiliar language to many In the Luke’s gospel they have received it says Father we pray that your name will always be kept holy which is clearer for children but still needs them to think about what holy means and how we can keep God’s name holy they might also write down all the names for God they can think of.

3.Your Kingdom come your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Have a crown and a map handy at this station Talk about what a kingdom is and how God wants us to do what he wants and submit to his authority

Be quiet and ask them what they think god wants them to do....

4.Give us today our daily bread

Have a nice looking loaf of bread but challenge the children to think what this symbolizes and how it is about trusting God for all our needs

5.Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us

Two dry wipe boards and pens labelled “me” and “others”

Get them to think about how others have done things that may have hurt or upset them and write them on the appropriate board then give them a piece of paper to write what they want forgiveness for then Write their names on the me board Then offer them duster to clean off the others board and their name Jesus forgives us but expects us to forgive others to

6.Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil

A picture of a snake or apple

What sort of things are we tempted to do?

Ask God for his protection and help

This could be done with some sort of exercise at each station like a trim trail making the point that prayer is good for us .we need to keep on doing it and that it is a discipline that we get better at

6. http://www.sundayschoolresources.com/btjesusteachesprayer.htm
this is a running game that can be used to teach about prayer

7. Look at the context of the passage with the children -how it sits between Jesus commending Mary for sitting listening to him and being persistent in prayer older children  could be encouraged to have a time of quiet listening to God about what this passage says to them.

8. The scripture union material for Feb 19th is about ways to pray so if you go on the website  there are several more ideas there
9. http://www.sermons4kids.com/knock_knock.htm a knock knock joke and some puzzle and colouring pages could always be used for sending home or putting in their Luke folders but if you do print off the knock knock jokes remember to change the wording of the Lord’s prayer to the modern version!
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/LightLive/Session/Ways_to_pray/81438.id?sessionid=16370
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February 19

Am I ready for Jesus? Luke 12.13 -13.9 

Teaching Points
This passage begins with a request that is seemingly unrelated to the idea of being ready for Jesus as the man wants Jesus to intervene in an inheritance matter but Jesus turns it round and gets his listeners to focus on what really matters. As we plan do we think about Jesus or about money .We want the children to think about what matters most when they are making plans.

If they are to be ready for Jesus they need to focus on what matters

It is easy in today’s world for children to be greedy – lets try and help them focus on what Jesus regards as treasure. There is so much in this passage  that for younger children just focussing on one story is enough but older ones can benefit from finding the link s between the stories
Focus Verse
Luke 12 verse 34  Your heart will be where your treasure is
Activities
Invite the children to think what people get ready for   - parties, going to school ,Olympics. Ask what will happen if people are not ready. Get them to think about why people might not be ready for something What matters when you are planning something? You may want to use the “Getting ready for school activity sheet” to do this.

2. Try having a race be sure to use the words On your marks get set go What do they mean ?what do people do to “get set”? What happens if they are not ready?

3.Read the passage from the bible -   ask the question so what did Jesus want his listeners to do 
4.Have a memory verse treasure hunt  see Treasure Hunt attached - then talk about what the verse means 

Or do several copies cut them up and have a race to see who pieces together the verse first –using the bible is not cheating!!
5. Tell the story by telling the children that someone very special is coming to eat with them  and ask them to get the room ready ( have available a table chairs cutlery glasses, drink plates  and perhaps some nice biscuits .NB arrange for someone in leadership to come through to the group during your session or at the end .Stress that you do not know when they are coming but let them decide how to prepare. Once they have named the preparations look at the bible passage either reading the verses from Luke 12 35 -48 or retelling it in your own words

Consider these questions :- Who did the master represent ?Who are the servants

What does verse 47 mean? When we are waiting for the person ( master )to come how should we occupy ourselves - refer them to the previous bit of Luke 12 
And the most important how do we get ready for Jesus?
6. Read Thinking about Ravens by Bob Hartmann as a meditation and then spend a few minutes quietly asking God to show us how to be ready for Him.
( Bob Hartmann Telling the Gospel – 70 stories about Jesus to read aloud  page 132)

7.Mick Inkpen  -The Rich farmer tells the beginning of this passage for small children
8. Song - Bigger Barn by Ishmael  on Bigger Barn CD!!

9.Getting ready for Jesus worksheet
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February 26

 Healing and hospitality Luke 14
Telling the gospel Bob Hartmann page 140 for older children but really good I might be tempted to use it for my group of 7-10s –if you can access a copy it would be worth it for your preparation time!!
Big bible Story book  page 184
Jesus Storybook bible 
Beginners Bible 
Teaching Points
What is hospitality? My dictionary describes it as friendly and generous reception of guests and strangers!!

Jesus had gone for a meal with a leading Pharisee 

By healing someone on the Sabbath he does something that his host would not approve of. (Dropsy is like oedema /swelling it is possible the man had heart failure)

He sees people had taken the best seats for themselves and teaches that we should not do that

 He teaches that God invitation to follow him is given to all but not all accept

We need to welcome all people not just friends and family ( or church members!)
Focus Verse 
Instead when you give a feast invite the poor the cripples the lame and the blind.Then you will be blessed

Activities

1.Remember your preparation last week – now how are you going to treat the person who comes along? How would you feel if they did not come?

2.Make  an invitation for someone
3. Ice some biscuits and make sure they get given to people the children may not normally talk to in church
3.Read the passage or use Bob Hartmann story as above

4. http://www.sermons4kids.com/left-out.html   some puzzles and colouring pages based on verses 13 and 14 

5. For smaller children set a table with a playset and tell/read  the story round the table perhaps letting them choose some dressing up clothes for a special event first
6. How should Christians welcome people ? Lets visit this chapter as if we were there and see how the different characters in the story were hospitable or not Give each child  a sheet with empty boxes in it to draw the story as you tell it 
7. Put the story in order with the pictures on the worksheet  Hospitality and Healing Luke 14
8. Play musical chairs and then ask how it feels to be left out

9. Ishmael song  3 men and a banquet tells the story in song on Ishmael Bigger Barn Cd

10. Get the children to think who are the people who Jesus would invite today and perhaps they don’t get invited by us  -this could be linked  to no 2

11

What excuses do we make for not spending time with Jesus and responding to his invitation 

